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aval appropriation bill.
{coxTixven.]

It is-well known thatan unbounded res-
pect for the rights of the States was pro-
fessed by the original Jackson party; and
every measure or practice of the gavern-
meat which tended to consolidation, was

-denounced as inexpedient and even dan-
geraus. To prove how little regard has
been shown by those who now wear the
garbof Jacksonism, for the due constitu-
tional * rights and independence of the
States; it would only be necessary to call
to mind the interference of the federal go-
vernmént with the election of Senators by
the State Legislatures; but, sir, I may add,
that the legislative proceedings of State
Assemblies have been interfered with, and
maay ofthose bodies have already been

. reduced to thé conditon of mere depend-
ent and co-ordinate portions of the great
party-machinery, by which it is supposed
this ay hereafler be governed—
the e ahd convenient instruments of

- the Federal Executive, and parly in-

t
How the pledge of the Jackson party to
@ form those abuses which, under the late
. Admipisiration, were said to have brought
the mage of the government in con-
flict with the freedom of clections, has
been redeemed by the party which now
controls the course of public affairs, we all
knowand some of us feel. TInstead ofan
isolated case of such conflict, which now
and then was supposed to have taken
place during the administration of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams),
we now have the practice of such abuses
redu a systemn; openly excrcised and
openly justified by a large portion of the

party!
* ® » *

But besides the open violation.of thesc ]
and mapy ether principles "of the original
Jackson party, what aze we to think of the
strange, and before unheafd of principles
avowed by leading mémbers in the major-
ity in this House, in the debate upon this
billl Appropriations without limit' as to
object or amount are openly vindicated!
The infallibility of the Executive is pro-
claimed; because the people have trusted
Gen. Jackson, therefore, we ought to
1rust him with the whote T'reasury! One
gentleman (I allude to the distinguished
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr, Su-
therland], who, I am sure, all will admit to
be one of the most dislinguished, as he is
certainly one of the most active and eifi-
cient members of the party) declared, that
he had no scruples as to the amount of
money to be appropriated; he was willing
to trust Gen. Jackson with the whole
Treasury. That great man, be said, to
use his own language, *‘was known upon

the-hills and in the valleys;” the people
had unlimited confidence in him, and we
itn have the same! These, sir, were
i

0

t ear, doctrines poth new and extraor-.
Jilfity, whatever confidence Gen. Jack-
son may be entitled to. They are surel
not the doctrines of a republic, much less
of a party which can justly claim the merit
of exclusive devotion to republican princi-
ples. Yet these sentiments were distinct-
ly avowed upon bis floor, by more than
one gentleman, and no member of the
party rosein his place to disavow and re-
pudiate th Even the aucient and fam-
ousc wealth of Virginia, which has
long stood the boasted chanipion of the
true republican faith, could furnish no son
on thal side of the House, who dared to
disclaim sentiments so subversive of eve-

ry "principle heretofore held vital to our
Constitution. [ am far from doing all the
individuals ing the majority in this

stice to suppose, that they
indeed many other prin-
of the party with

House, the
approve these, or
ciples and practices
which they find themselves connected.

know how difficultitis forindividual mem- ' P

bers to separate themselves from the par-
ty with which they act, upon any question
whatever which assumes a party complex-
ios. T have often felt the difficulty of
such 2 course myself. I believe, sir, there
are many individuals of the party of the
majority in this Hc 1se, who do not accord
with the present course of the party to
which they belong upon many questions—
who cannot long abide their present party
connexions; and, sir, if T possessed the
power of exorcism upon this oceasion, |
would bid them instantly come out from
among the uucongenial elements and as.
sociates .with which they areat present
united.

But we cannot be surprised at the avow-
al of strange doctrines by the present ma-
jority, when we recollect that the single
principle upon which the elections of the
present day generally turn, is unlimited
devotion not to any pacticular political
creed, but to the parly! Accordingly we
often find members of this House, and
lcaders too, who either have no know-
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ledge of those principles which have here-
tofore divided the ¢ountry, or are so en-
tirely regardless of them, if they know
what they are, as, in the same™ speech—
any in the same breath, to avow them-
selves both restrictionists and latitudina-
rians, states rights men and consolidation-
ists, thorough democrats and ultra fede-
alists'! And yet this is the nature of the
association which claims to be the repub-
lican party in the United Statas! I know
of no instance of equal absurdity and ar-
frogance in the assumption of names, ex-
| eept the ane which recently occurred in
Penusylvania, in which a State Bank took

| the nawe of the United States Bank!*

Sir, there is no one principle or maxim,
as far as I can call to mind, avowed and
professed by the original supporters of
General Jackson, and which entered
largely iato the grounds of his success,
which has not been evaded or disrvgarded;
and many of the most vital and important
of them have been openly, and 1 regret to
say insultingly, trampled under foot in the
face of the whole country by the party
now uppermost -in influence, if not in/
power. ;

* & #

I beg leave to make a few remarks upon
the coudition of other branches of'the pub-
lic service. -Itis nof'only our fortificatious
and our navy which have been permitted
to remain unarmed and in a state of dila-
pidation, but I affirm that many of the givil
departments of the governmeut are- in Ro
better condition; and this 1 am ready to de-
monstrate to the House aad to the whole
country, if proper authority is given for
that purposc. Beside the irregularities,
abuses, and corruptions which have been
shown to cxist in the Post Office Depart-
ment, I aflirm that the Gengral Land Of-
fice is in a condition scarcely less deplor-
able. There is neither order, despatch,
nor, in the case of some of the offices, is
there fidelity in the manzzement and ad-
ministration of that most important and in-
teresting branch of the ‘public service. I
affirm that thisiis true, and would bg so,
independent of the alleged want of clerical
force in the department. The evil exists
in many of the great land districts in the
interior.

The same thing is substantially true of
the Indian department. That branch of
the public service has within a few ycars
past grown into an importance four or five
fold greater than formerly. The expen-
ditures in this.department a few years ago
did not excced some two or three hundred
thousand dollars annually; now they are
between onc and two millions; vet the ir-
regularities and abuscs appear to have
inﬁﬁlplle&&;mpmum «rmma'gmmmi
of the public interest connécted with it.
What # may be asked, are the causes of
these extroardinary abuses? The cause
is simple and single—the entire incompe-
tency of much .the largest number of the
officer$ and agents employed as heads of
bareaus or distinct and subordinate offi-
ces. Itis the want of capacity, of skill,
and, in some cases, of cvery nccessary
quality. Thisis the great and decided
cause; and the remedy does riot exist in
hew organizations of this or that depart-
‘meant, nor in the invention ofnew checks
and restrictions upon the discretion of offi-
cers. The remedy for this abuse, like all
others, will be found in the removal of the
cause of it. Nothing is more important
to be understood, and extensively propa-
gated in this country, than this—that no
government, however wise and perfect in
its form, exists, but may and will be abus-
ed and perverted fo bad and corrupt ends,
whenever it shall fall into the hands of a
set of administraters of loose or bad prin-
ciples. No constitutional or legal enact-
ments can supply the deficiency of ability
or fidelity: mo checks or regulations can

J | anticipate and defeat the devices of artful

and uoprincipled office-holders. Neither
ability nor purity can be conferred by law.
On the other hand, all experience has
shown, thatunder any form of government
or of official regulation, however defective,
when the public officers are possessed of
the attributes of talents and fidelity, the
public liberty will be respected—the pub-
lic prosperity promoted—and the great
end of human government successfully
carried out.

But there is one mystery connected with
the existence of the gross abuses in some
branches of the public service, which de-
serves to be mentioned. How has it hap-
pened that these abuses have not only
been suffered to exist, but even toin-
crease under an administration so deci-
When this
roblem shall be solved to the satisfaction
of the public, the remedy will be supplied.
The true answer to the question, how
these abuses come to exist under such an
administration, is, because the adminisfra-
tion is SUCH as it s because it is popular.
Every man of sound mind and lawful age,
knows that the President nor any other
being of created existencé, can exercise a
personal inspection and superintendence
over all,” or even a tepth part of the most
important details of the public service.
Yet every important transaction connect-
ed with the public service is so managed
by the subordinate oflicers, as to throw the
responsibility upon the President. If the
delinquent officers, do not do this them-
selves, their defenders in Congress and
out of Congress do not fail, in effect, to fix
the responsibility there. Whether in Con-
gress, or in the country, complaint is made
| of abuse in any branch of the public ser-
vice, the answer is, eterrally, that the
charge is meant as an attack vpon Gen.
Jackson! Ilis great name and popularity
are the shield and buckler of every official

delinquent, whether from incompetencey
or infidelity, from a clerk to the head of a
department; from the Register or Receiv-
er ofa Land Office, oran Indian Agent,
to a Minister Plenipotentiary! The name
and services of Gen. Jackson, I repg

are invoked to shield and cover over,

with a-mantle, every official transgression’
or omission, fro:n the highest o the low-

to avail themselves of them. And the peo-
ple are called upon to rally round—te.

arraigned—-not the delinquent department,
but the President himself, who it is assgrt-
ed, through a thousand channéls, is intend-
ed to be struck at and stabbed through tho

The people cannot at once detect the ar-
tifices of party. They arc jealous of eve-
ry thing which savors of an aftack upon
General Jackson, and they in general act
upon that suspicion. Those, therefore,
who dare, here-or elsewhere, to find fault
with the course of affairs, upon any ground,
instead of finding countenance from those
in power, ot from the dominant party—in-
stead of being cheered on in the ungraei~
ous task of reform, are met on the thresh-
lold, with the churge,of secretand sinister
molives—with Anti-Jacksonism! They
are told, that their chject is to assail the
sharacter of the Hero of New Orleans,
and the conqueror of the United States
Bank; as if either one or the other of those
victories could be of any worth now or
hereafter, except to protect the constitu-
tion, the country and its liberties—as if
those victories could be of any value, if
as the price of Them we are to surrender
that very constitution, those very lilierties
—-those rich and glorious prizes, for which
those battles were fought and wou. If
those who venture to ‘make chargis a-
gainst any department of the public ser-
vice are not met precisely in this way,
they are, atall cvents, told that General
Jackson is the head of the Governmefit—
that he is responsible fogmll the executive
branches of the public service, and no at-
tack can be made upon any branch of the
service lhercf‘mii without attacking him,
and every body fnows that he does his du-
ty. A most shameful, egregiouy, and per-
picious fallacy. But the absurdity of the
argument does not prevent it from being
constautly interposed. 'The argument is,
that because General Jackson is able,
faithful, and patriotic, in the discharge of
all his duties, therefore all the subordinate
officers of the Government are so like-
wise. But more; if any one shall reply to

all this, and that he meuns no attack unon
Generat Fecksuil, that e 1s willing to ex-

-onerale him {rom any agency in the abu-
ses whiclrare alleged to exist, he is forth-
with denounced as a hypocrite—as a das-
tardly assailant, who wants the courage
and indcpendence to make a direct attack.
He is dared to come forward like a man,
and assail Gencral Jackson as the author
of all these abuses—-his pride is appealed
to—his feelings- are chaffed to draw him
on fo utter the fatal denunciation; and the
moment he does so, the myrmidons of the
party stand ready to hack him to peices!
These, sir, are the true causes of the con-
tinued abuses in the public service. They
are themselves, without doubt, the reat-
est of all abuses. So long as a greatand
venerated name may be successl’uﬂﬁ;—
posed to all evquiry—to all reform in the
public service, so long will abusés conti-
nue to multiply. So long as a system of
terrorand punishment through the agency
of the public press shall be successfully
practised, abuses will thicken upon us.
T have said that the means resorted to sup-
press enquiry into abuses, are themsclves
the greatest of all abuses. Sir, they are
so. I affirm that they are such as cannot
long exist in a ffee government—for no
government in which they exist,for a great
while, can be free.
* # # *

There is another subject, Mr. Chairman,
which 1 feel bound to avail myself of this
occasion to motice more particularly than I
haye yet done. It is another one of that
serics of pretences and impostures which I
have so often alluded to. -1 refer-now to
the alleged mischief and danger of ter-
minating an election of President by this
House. No subject has been more artfully
handled, and portrayed in more alarming
colors, in the South and South-West, during
the last fall and summer, by the partizins
and adherents of the Vice President than
this one. None, sir, has produced a more
decided effect upon the public mind. It is
well known that, in those seCtions of the
Union especially, an election by the Housc
of Representatives was made particularly
odious by the representations and denuncia.
tions of the election by the House in 1825.
It was one of the standing themes of every
political declaimer during the last year.
The evils of such acatastrophe as another
election by the House has been a subject of
constant regret and lamentation, in the
columns of every leading journal in the
interest of Mr. Van Buren. I should nat
be far wrong if T were tosay that two thirds
of all the honestand sober minded planters,
and farmers, in the whole South, and South-
West, whe are disposed to support the
nomination of the Baltimore Convention,
would assign as the reason of their course,
if they were asked, their horror of an
clection by the Iouse of Representatives,
and their fears, that by supporting any other
candidate they will only contribute to bring
about this resulf. Knowing the extent of
this fecling, the partizaus of Mr. Van Buren
have, in many districts, rested his cause
entirely upon this poiut. A French war
was described as an infinitely less evil than
an clection by the House of Representatives.
It has been, and is now asserted by the
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stand by and defend,—not the individuals |

sides of the accused officer or department. +

unost persuasive language.

| zealous and interestedadvocates ofthe Vice
President, throughoutthe country, that an
"election by the House would be carried by’
intrigue, bribery and corruption ; and that!
the voice of thepeople will be unheeded in;
the eontest:
printed in this city (the Globe) has of late
uniformly represénted an election by . the
Housé of Representatives as the greatest
calamity which could befall the country, T
propose now to unveil the - course -ofighe
party in power upon this subject, and to" ex-
pose their astifices and insincerity. A
(&t is.very well known to those who look
| bevond the surface—who pay only a due
regard to professions, and examine the real
mofives of human action as they arc ex-
hibited in the _course of the present self-
styled republican party that they advocate
the jropriety and necessity of adhering to
the practice of rominating a President and
¥ice President by caucus or convention,
not for the purposc of preventing an elec-
tion by the House of Representatives, but
upon the ground that, as they allege, in no
other way can a party he kept together;
or thio power and patronage of tl:2 govern-
nies secured to their own members or
followers. This is the true motive, and
this the truc sceret of the extraordinary
efforts and influences which have been made
and brought to bear on the people of late,
in order to give popularity and permanence
to thé practice of such nominations. To
avoid the evils of an clection by the House
is the professed object of the party. Fhat
has-béen the great political bugbear which
has been held up and paraded through the
country, to frighten the people® into an ac-
quiescence in the nomination of'such a body
as the Jate Baltimore Convention. The
truthis, that without the benefit of the ter-
rors ereéated by the frightful image of an
election of the Housc, which" has been so
constantly kept before the cyes. of the
people, the nomination of the Baltimore
Lonvention would have found no counte-
nance. And this, sir, is the solution of the
mystery—here lies the sccret of the con-
tinued and marked neglect with -shich the
repeated recommendations of the President
in relation to such an amendment of the
Counstitution as would hercafter prevent an
election of President and Vice President by
thc House and securcit to the people, has
been treated by the party. The history of
this proposition is remarkable, and highly
instructive as well as curious. '

It cannat be forgotien, that fronmr 1825
until the commercement of the present Ad-
ministration, this proposition’ was% favorite
policy of the party ~whiclf brought Gen.

Jackson into power. The whale subject
wae dur perrod; ably and ully dis.

cussed both in Congress and in the public.
journals. ¥hen Gen. Jackson was elected
by the people, no onc doubted but that one
of the first acts which would distinguish
the action of Congress would be, to recom-
mend such an amendment to the States  for
their adoption. General Jackson in his
first Message, urged the subject upon the
attention of Congress in the strongest and
In his second
nd in each succeeding annual Message, he
has done the same thing. Recgarding the
discussion of the subject as having com-
menced in 1825, it is now upwards of ten
years since it has been before the country
in the most imposing form—in the annual
Messages of the President. The arguments
and Janguage ofthe Message upon this sub.
ject are worthy of particular notice; and I
must ask leave to refer to them. [Here Mr.

sages of the President upon this subject,
all of which went to shew _how iniportant
it was in the opinion of the President such
an amendment of the Constitution should
be made.] Well, sir, what has beer: the
result—the cffect of these repeated and
urgent recomimendations? [n the early
part of the administration, many earnest
and well meant efforts were made to get
this House to take up, and act upon this
subject. Propositions in a varicty of shapes
were presented ; and it has been a part of
the regular forms of thg House, at the
beginning of every session, to appoint a
select committee upon this subject—but,
sir, the truth cannot be disguised or disputed,
that those cfforts were the efforts of in-
dividuals only ; that the regular annual ap-
pointment of special cemmittees has been
but a mereform; and at no time could the
party be rallied in favor of the proposition.
There was always somewhere, and from
some motive, a power and an influence
which thwarted the action of the IHouse
upon this question.

Soon after the opening of the last session
of Congress, this subject began to. excite
increased interest, and certainly demanded
prompt attention from those who scriously
and honestly belicved an clection by the
House of Rcpresentatives ought to be
avoided. It was then, sir, that it became
manifest that the Jackson party would be
divided upon the subject of his successor;
and an henorable Senator from Tennessee
was brought to the notice of the country as
a candidate for the Presidency, and sup-
ported under such circumstances, and upon
principles which forbid the hope that his
friends would surrender his pretensions to
the man who it was foreseen would be the
favorite of the contemplated Baitimore
Convention. This was a conjuncture 1o
test the principles of the party upon this
subjeet. The danger of a division in_the
ranks of the party in power was manifest.
That an election by the [ouse would be a
result of this state of things, coald not cer-

that such a result might take place. As
early as the 10th of December, 1834, u
Select Committee was appointed fo consider
of and report upon this subject. Sgccgal
carc was taken to appointa clear majority
upon the committcc whe were knowa to
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Bell read several passages from the Mes. |

tainly be forescen ; but all must have seer|

have avowed themselves favorable to an
amendment of the constizution, which would
exclude the election from the Housc. The
following gentlemen composcd the com-
mittee : Messrs. Gilmer, Archer, Binney,
Beardsley, Gorham, Johnson of Kentucky,
Speight, Hubbard, and Carr. Five of these
gentlemen are the known supporters of
General Jackson, and of Mr. Van Luren
as his successor; and all were understood
when the committee was appointed, to be
in favor of the yecommendation of the
President, which it was their exclusive and
ial dut§ to consider and report upon.
he Chairman of the Committee, Mr.
Gilmer of Georgin, though nota supporter
of the administration, was known to be a
gentleman of great sincerity, talents and
energy ; and he was also known to be a
zealous advocate of the propositions sub-
mitted to the Comnmittee. I have a per-
sonal knowledge that unusual cfforts were
made by the Chairman of the Committee,
and by various other individuals to prevail
upon the Comnittee to agree upon some
rt at an early day of the session, that it
might be before the House and acted upon.
before the close of the session. The
fricnds of Judze White especially, fearing
the use which would be made against him
of the argument that by dividing the party
the election might be brought into the Housc,
exerted themselves in e':gy fair and henor-
able way to procure a deciSion upon the
question by Congress. Several of the
members of this Committee, who had always
avowed themselves in favor of the measure
were privately appealed to; but all was
vain. The answer was, they could not
agree upon the details of the measure—no
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cumstances; ean theré remain s

ofa doubt that thi§ “question. was
designedly evaded at'thie last session, i
very party wh profe

an election by the I
horrenee. t 'fheb_ ne,
act upon this subject; pridiiirehg Juét
sion, might admitof sonmigapelogy- "1h
were so many exciting st '
tions of another kind, confiti
to absorb the chief attenti
and besides, there had besm
of an election by thie Hou®
mencement of essi0
justification for the course of"
the last session upon this subject. 1
but too clear that the party in favghe
Van Buren (or the succession, € nin~
ed (o have the full benefit of the S
which existed in the country of s eleEtion;
by the ITouse, in compelling a subn on;
to the decrees of the Baltimore Convéas
tion. Else why was it, that not the slight- : -
est notice was taken by that vigilant guar- |
dian of every thing that concerns the par--
ty, the Globe, of the. question presented :
by Mr. Gilmer's resolution when it was: = %
under discussion. Not one paragrapim: .
was penned during the sitting of Congress -
upon the importance of g the -
Constitution so as to prevent-an elec. -
tion of the President by the House -of
lepresentatives.  Why sir, was not

two, it was said, could agree. Now, sir,
every member of the lcast cxperiencc In
legislation knows, that upon any important |
-question whatever involving details, twomen |
can rarely be found to agree upon all of
them. It is notorious, that no Cemmittec
of this House would ever report upon any
subject of importance, if a majority of its r
metbers were expected to unite upon all
the details of it. Allthat canbe expected
in such cases is, that a majority shall uﬁr’:c
upore-the prénciple of the Report. ~Ihe
House is always expected to alter the details
‘according to the views of the majority. It
was no adequate excuse to say, they could
not agree upon details. I will not be so
unjust as to say, that all the members of the
committee who had beforc that ime profess-

ed a desire to sec the Constitution amended, f
in this respect, wilfully combined to prevent |
any action upon the subject last session. I
Of a committee of nine members; and.sm,
only of them being friendly to the prineiple ‘l
of a measure, any two of the six wcre able |
1o gceat any aciion upon the subject. A
report from the.committee, I fecl warranted
from the circumstances, in asserting, was |
defcated by the management of some por-
tion of the members of it, who were, at the
sane time, avowed advocates of the ex-

pediency of such an amendinent of this
Constitution.

The farther history of this question is
this: Mr. Gilmer, the Chairman of the
Committee, failing in all bis efforts to get
the committee to make a report in any
shape, came into the House on the 3lst
of January, and asked that . the committe
might be discharged from the further con- |
sideration of the subject, on the ground
that they could comé to no agreement
thereupon ; and on the same day he was
permitted to lay a Resolution; containing.
a proposition for an amendment of the
Constitation in relation to the election of
President and Vice President, upon the
table. I well remember thatat first, one of
the prominent members of tire committee
and who was also a -prominent member
of the dominant party, refused ‘to give
his - consent *that - Mr.. Gilmer  should
even lay his Resplution upon the ta-
ble; but he became ashamed ‘of his
conduct, and withdrew Lis oposition.
‘Thus the subject was before the House ;
and it was at an time in the power of the
majority to take it up, and decide upon it.
On the 13th of Feb. Mr. Gilmer finding
that it would not "do to postpove the sub-
ject any longer, without losing sight of it
altogetherf during the session, moved to
suspend the rules of the House in order
to proceed to the consideration of his Res-
olution. Against this motion there were
nnly.ﬁﬂy'-six votes, & of these thirty-seven
were the known supporters of Mr. Vao
Buren for the Presidency ;- or, in other
words, of a nomination by a Convention ;
and fifteen of these thirty-seven were mem-
bers of the N. York delegation. The re-
solution was that day taken up and read.
a second time, and postponed to the 19th
of the month, but it was superseded by
other business until the_25th of February;
when Mr. Wilde of Georgia moved that
all the orders of the day be pastponedy for
the purpose of considering this subject.
Upon this motion there were 112 yeas, and
92 nays ; of the latter, 39 were supporters
of Mr;* Van Buren, and 24 of them mem- |
bers of the New York dclegation. The
subject that day underwent considerable |
discussion, but the House came to no de-
cision upon it.  On the 27th February Mr.
Gilmer again moved that his resolution be
takenup ; and on taking the question the
vote stood, yeas 99, nays 104. Of the
nays, 60 were for Mr. Van Byren, and 24
of them from New York. On the same
day, however, at a later hou® Mr. Gilmer’s
—esolution came up in the regular order of
business ; a motion .was made to dispose of
it finally, by laying it on the table. In favor
of this motion thereWas ouly 33 votes, and
30 of thew were friends of Mr. Van Buren
and 13 of that number from New York.
‘After fupther debate upon the resolation, a
motion was made by Mr. Vanderpool of

A | cussion, at onetime, there appeared lo be *

the Committee which had charge:of ~
this subject, rated for their negligenc o
and omission in nol repoting 3
the subject submitted to them?” Why-
were not the usual denupciations -ultered . - =
:hrough that organ agninsthose members- 'e" :
of the party who voted in every instamce
1o prevent the considerition, and to defeat.
altogether the resolution of Mr. Gilmer? = =
Sir, a large portion of the party upen
question showed that they were opp
to @ measure which Gen, Jackson hat
carnestly urged upen Congresa_in  ever
annual message since he came int6 offi¢ > g -
Why were they not ‘pointed out_ and de<-
nounced as anti-Jackson? There cans . =
be but one answer to this questionz Jt: - o
was no offence to any one to e that :
proposition at the last scssiop. That i8 -
question was desigoed.to be blinked, was :
manifest to me, from the course of partic- -
ular members—a_course which I could >
accouat for upon ne other ground. .'mh
Mr. Gilmer's resolution was uader -dis--

a serious determination on the partof the
House to carry it. My colleague (Me.
Polk), who is now the presiding .officer of *
this House, and who ¢ «charged
with a dispesition to thwart the: views.ef
those in power, made a speech which was -
evidently intended to put an end- to the
further consideration of the subject at that-
session. Iie complained that thedime was
too shert to give the ; that exam--
ination which its imp¢ . demanded.
He thought he badywith thie slight.4
tion he had given the resolution, detectedumn;,
error; and thére might be - many. more. .
1e dwelt emphatically 1" the impor--
tance of not permitting the” 1esolétion to .
go from the House in an improper: shipe,. .
“ for then it would be gone in f .
When he coneluded, a gentleman-whe- 11
by him rose to moye- that the - csolytion -
be laid on the table, ‘but ‘the Chair-gyve-
the floorto another member. . Now 'sir,.
farther delay and further time 9~ éxgm
into the details of the re::lniiﬁn k¢
ly be had by dropping ‘the - quéstion. until’
another Congress. ' That was “evident fo
all. But, Mr. Chairman,.the parly arc
not only answerable for the failure of ghe
proposition at the last session; but: fliey.
are responsible for its failure at the only
time which has arisen within-the last' ten
years, or which will probably arise within
the next ten, when'a fair prospect ‘existed
of succeeding in it.~ “Such was the anxie-
ty of the members of the: opposition that
this plea of the danger of an_eledtion by
the House should be taken awly from.
the party known to bein faver of M.
Buren, in sustaining the contempiate
nomination_of that gentiéman by, a. G
vention nt Baltimore, ‘that many. ¢
who had a[wajs beforo that time- bees
posed to such an amendment of the Cox
tution as was proposed, were.willing -
to see it adopted. It will “be- found”
more than fifty memibérs of tho opposition:
voted to sustain Mr. Gilmer’s Resolution: _
and there cannot be a doubt, that ifithe = -
party in power “had not deserted. :
‘own - principles upon his occasion,. the
oposition would have been carried’
the requisite_majority. ‘We have se
the same question treated with. the same:-
neglect, so far, at the present. sess
According .10 Tustom, we have "2 Select:
Committee apon the subject: buti
the session is past by,” and: we
no report from-it. But T am- '
say, sir, that I regard the course of -t ;
committce, af this sossion, of bytalittie
[ we 'were now to:

consequence. _

proposition for amending the Constitation

in relation to the eleetion of Presidentand

Vice President, it enn bardly be caje *
" ghero fourths of

sestion, in time fy opérate upon the next
presidential election. re ow Bave
been some prospecof a fay result
if the, committeedid reported at the be-
ginuing of the & jon ; but it is now toe
late to hope jccess to any guch mes- .
sure. > too many intercsts ‘stilk

New York, that the House adjourn—evi-
dently with a view to evade the question up-




